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THE FAMILY

In the beginning, God created
the heaven and earth and all therein.

In the 1mage of God, created He man,
to help fulfil His wonderful plan,

Of bringing forth life,
in a Family clan.

THE FATHER,
THE MOTHER,
THE CHILDREN
were there,

When the Lord created the garden so fair.

His plan was then, and always will be,
for the Family to live in unity.

AND IN LOVE,
AND IN JOY,
AND IN PEACE,
AND HAPPINESS.

by Dru

Pg.19-Family




IT TAKES THREE

FOREWORD

Lord, we need to understand and realize that there is a demand made upon us
in our marriages, in the way that we live and conduct ourselves with one another, that
reflects and brings glory or dishonor to You. We are asking that You will teach us
and bring us into greater understanding. In Jesus' name, Amen!

I want you to understand that every promise in the Word of God that relates to
the body of Christ, will work in your marriage. A husband might say, "I can't love
my wife,” and that is really foolish, because the Bible says, "'love one another, even
and | have loved you." That does not stop at the body of Christ or loving other
people; that means we are to love our spouse just like Christ loves us. | want to show
you what the enemy is trying to steal from the church, because if he can rob from
your marriage, he is trying to make you a defeated Christian, really useless in the
body of Christ. Let's look at Matthew 18:19-20:

(Mat 18:19 KJV) Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on

earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them

of my Father which is in heaven.
(Mat 18:20 KJV) For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am |
in the midst of them.

"Again | say unto you, that if any two of you shall agree...” Notice, any two of
you. What quicker place to agree than in our homes. What quicker place to come
into agreement than in a marriage. There are two of us in a marriage that need to be
able to walk in agreement, so when the enemy can set a husband at odds with his wife,
or a wife at odds with her husband, he destroys the power of agreement.

This is a divine principle that Christ taught and wants us to enact into our
marriages. We do not have to be with three or four hundred brothers or sisters to
have the power of agreement. All we need is to walk in one accord with our wife or
with our husband, and then wherever we are agreed and come together in the name of
the Lord, He is there, isn't He. He is there in the midst of that marriage to do
whatsoever we ask, if we ask in agreement and according to His Word.

You see, man and woman were created equal in the garden. God created them
and He made man and then He made woman, and He made them in His own image.
The loss came when Satan entered in, deceived Eve and man and woman fell. She
became then what is known as the weaker vessel. But in Christ, there is neither male
nor female; we are all one in Him. So we know then that the marriage pertains to the
flesh. It has nothing to do with your spirit-man, but if you have a right spirit, you are
going to have a right marriage. Your marriage is flesh, and it is supposed to be a
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joyful trip, isn't it. We are heirs together of the grace of life, not the grace of the
kingdom of God, but the grace of life. Your marriage will end at the grave.

We see then that there was a fall that happened when sin entered into
marriage, and began to defile the very thing that God had joined together. It defiled
the very thing that God created to rule over the universe, to rule over this world, but
God had a plan. God said because the woman was deceived, she needed a head, so
God gave man to be the head of woman. When they walk in unity, they do not walk
only as flesh; they walk together in the power of the Holy Spirit of God. That is why
the enemy fights your marriage. He can't destroy your marriage. You do that for
yourself, by taking and not applying the principles of God, but rather applying the
principles of your feelings and your emotions.

We need commitment. | don't care how many times you have been married up
to now, this is where it stops! This is where we begin to build; this is where
commitment comes in. | don't care how many wrecks you've had in a car, you
determine you are not going to have any more wrecks and you drive more careful. In
this study we are going to start off brand new like you never were married. | want
you to open your heart to that thought. | want you to open your heart and say,
"Lord, I want to learn something.” There is no use having any kind of teaching from
the Word of God if we figure we already know it. We need to understand what God is
saying.

This study is designed to give you scriptural evidence as to the will of God in
the marriage relationship, and as Christians that ought to be what we base everything
on. Not on theory, not on emotion, not on doctrine of men, because usually what
happens if you feel bad about your marriage and you want to get out of it, you ask
enough people and you'll finally find somebody to agree with you. They will condone
what you want to get out of, but remember, your marriage is based on scriptural
teachings.

The Lord has given us all power over the power of the enemy (Luke 10:19), so
he cannot destroy marriage without our cooperation. Husbands may be blaming the
devil or their wife and the wife may be blaming her husband or the devil. Ifyouarea
Christian, you need to understand what God's command is and what God's scriptural
evidence is for your marriage. Too many people run into a commitment and say, "I
do, I do,” and about three weeks down the line they say, "I wish | hadn't."" Then
pretty soon they say, "I don't."”

You don't change your mind with God. When you made that vow, God heard
itand God took you at your word. God hears your vows. The writer of Ecclesiastes,
who identifies himself only as the son of David (vs.1) said:

(Eccl 5:4 KJV) When thou vowest a vow unto God, defer not to pay it; for

he hath no pleasure in fools: pay that which thou hast vowed.
(Eccl 5:5 KJV) Better is it that thou shouldest not vow, than that thou shouldest vow and
not pay.
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(Eccl 5:6 KJV) Suffer not thy mouth to cause thy flesh to sin; neither say
thou before the angel, that it was an error: wherefore should God be
angry at thy voice, and destroy the work of thine hands?

He said you caused your flesh to sin. So when you made those marriage vows,
God took your word for it. The devil cannot tear your marriage up; he has to have
your cooperation.

If the body of Christ will obey the Word of God as it is written in the Bible,
and as it is taught by the Holy Spirit in this study, healing and restoration will take
place and the church will become that glorious church that our Lord so desires (Eph
5:27). When people look at a man and his wife, they are supposed to see Christ and
His bride. Would you like Christ to talk about you with the words that you say about
the one that you are married to? What | am going to teach you is hard, but it is in
love. Itis what the Holy Spirit wants to teach you.

Do you think your marriage could be improved? 1 like mine to be improved
day by day from glory to glory. We are going to find out how it happens.

Rev 2:11 says, ""He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith
unto the Churches."

Is your marriage a part of the church? Is your union in Christ a part of the church?
Yes! Then the Holy Spirit has something to say to you about your marriage.

1 Peter 3:7 says, "'Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to
knowledge, giving honor unto the wife as unto the weaker vessel, and as
being heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers be not
hindered."

Amp. Bible says: ""In the same way you married men shall live considerately with your
wives, with an intelligent recognition of the marriage relation, honoring the woman as
physically the weaker, but realizing that you are joint heirs of the grace (God's
unmerited favor) of life, in order that your prayers may not be hindered and cut off.
Otherwise you cannot pray effectively."

That is going to be the scripture that will underlie the whole study for us from
this point on. Praise God!
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GOD'S PLAN

Chapter 1

The name of this study* It Takes Three," is based on the following scripture:
Ecclesiastes 4:12 says, *...A three fold cord is not quickly broken."

When we really bring Christ into our marriage, and we become consciously
aware that Christ is the third part of that marriage, we are not going to be so quick to
become angry with one another. We will realize the way we are treating our spouse is
exactly the way we are treating Christ. He is the third member in that threefold cord.

Genesis 1:26-27: "And God said, let us make man in our image, after
our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and
over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and
over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. So God created
man in His own image, in the image of God created he him: male and
female created He them.""

God created them to work together, but sin entered in, and the female became
the weaker vessel. For God to bring a pattern of what He really wanted, He put man
together with woman and made a marriage so it would reflect Christ in the church.

Genesis 1:28: ""And God blessed them, and said unto them, Be fruitful,

and_multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion

over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living

thing that moveth upon the earth.™

Amp. Bible says: ""And God blessed them, and said to them, Be fruitful, multiply, and fill

the earth and subdue it with all its vast resources; and have dominion over the fish of the

sea, the birds of the air, and over every living creature that moves upon the earth."
Fruitful = Conc. 6509 = to bear fruit (lit. or fig.):--bear, bring forth
(fruit), (be, cause to be, make) fruitful, grow, increase.

CAUSE TO BE. Our marriages should be a place where we are causing joy to
be, peace to be, the dominion of Christ to be in our lives. Right now I am not talking
about just having children. I am talking about having something reproduced in your
life that is way beyond your ability: a thing called PEACE. Don't you really desire
total peace in your marriage. When you have arguments and the strife and all the bad
things that happen, you are not being fruitful. Matt 7:20 says: ""And by their fruits
you shall know them."*

IT TAKES THREE 4
DK



Look at Galatians 5:22-25 in the Amplified Bible:

Vs.22 But the fruit of the Holy Spirit, (the work which His presence
within accomplishes), is love, joy (gladness), peace, patience (an even
temper, forbearance), kindness, goodness (benevolence), faithfulness,
Vs.23 meekness, humility, gentleness, self-control (self-restraint, continence): Against
such there is no law (that can bring a charge).
Vs.24 And those who belong to Christ Jesus, the Messiah, have crucified
the flesh (the Godless human nature) with its passions and appetites and
desires.
Vs.25 If we live by the Holy Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit. If by the Holy Spirit, we
have our life in God, let us go forward walking in line, our conduct controlled by the
Spirit.

We need the fruit of the Spirit in our marriage. We need the fruit of love in
our marriage. We need a wonderful marriage with Jesus as that third person; that
threefold cord.

We will study later that when He said to be fruitful, He was talking about
having children like them, that would go out and take dominion. They would be
taught and instructed, and they would have authority over all the kingdoms of this
world; but sin entered in. Nevertheless God never stopped His commission. When
God sets something into motion, that is the way He wants it to work.

We know He repented when He was going to destroy Israel, but I am not
talking about that. |1 am talking about when God sets a principle into effect, He wants
that principle to work in our life. If you don't have a marriage that is full of joy, and
peace, and love, and righteousness, it is not a fruitful marriage. Itis going to be full of
something else because you are going to be producing some kind of fruit in your
marriage. Haven't you been around marriages you'd rather not be around? The
husband yells at the wife and the wife talks about how bad her husband is, and the
first thing you want to do is run. Let's be honest. How many people do you think
want to be around your marriage?

Multiply, = Conc. #7235 =to increase (in whatever respect):--[bring in]
abundance (to be many or to be abundant).

Replenish = Conc. #4390 = to fill or be full.

God wants us to have an abundant life. What we as Christians need to do, is
fill the earth with the glory of the knowledge of the Lord and it needs to start in your
marriage. If you can't have it at home, you are not going to have it at church. You
are still going home with that person you came with, or you are going home to that
person you left at home. You see, we figure that a marriage does not have that much
significance because the psychologist or the psychiatrist says if you don't like that one,
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get another one. That's not God's plan. You are always trying to find the perfect one,
but what we need to do is look at ourselves and see how perfect we are.

God wants you to subdue, to have conquest or victory. If you are going to
subdue the enemy out there, you are going to have to subdue him in your marriage.
There's no way that you can leave your home talking evil about your husband or your
wife and go out and blab that all over the country and then try to get up and say, "'In
the name of Jesus, you devil, I come against you.” It is not going to work. Your
prayers are going to be hindered. So God wants us to subdue any evil working in our
marriage first.

Subdue = Conc #3533 = to tread down, to conquer, subjugate, bring
into bondage, force, keep under, subdue, bring into subjection.

Dominion = Conc. #7287 = to tread down, prevail against, reign, rule
over.

There are many marriages today that are completely out of balance and they
are trying to get somebody outside the marriage to maintain it, to rule it, to have
dominion in it, and it won't work. Men have to take their rightful place and women
have to take their rightful position. You have to take the authority God gave both of
you and begin to bring that authority together in prayer and in love and say, ""Wait a
minute! Honey, there is an argument trying to build between us; let's take dominion
over it right now. Let's take dominion over that argumentive tongue. Let's take
dominion over the gossiping, backbiting spirit that tries to come into our home.""

What we need is a marriage that is ONE. Marriage is not 50/50; it is ONE
BODY, and sometimes one partner has to be 99% of the marriage. Then it turns
right around. When you think you have been carrying the big load, you fall down,
and the other mate gets in there and instead of throwing it away, picks you up. So
marriage is not 50/50 because when you think like that, you go and do your 50%, and
you think, ""Well, I've done my part, but they're not doing their part.”

Get out of that 50/50 thing. Marriage is ONE; that is all there is. Itis not half
of you as the husband or half of you as the wife; the husband and wife are become
ONE FLESH, created to have dominion in their own marriage. Amen! If you don't
have it in your own marriage, forget about trying to have it in a ministry somewhere.
We need to tread down the enemy when he tries to raise his ugly head up. What
quicker way than being able to reach over to your spouse and say, "*Honey, let's not
argue; let's pray about this thing, and let God speak to our hearts. We have an ear to
hear what the Spirit can say to our church, and we are part of the church, honey.
Let's get God's wisdom and guidance on this thing."

We need to do that, instead of getting puffed up and acting like it does not
exist. Thatis pure stupidity. When there is a problem that arises in our home and we
get puffed up and ignore it, and we go off and slam the door and act like it does not
exist, it gets bigger and bigger and bigger and bigger. You are not ruling over it, and
before long it will have dominion over you. You won't talk to your wife anymore; you
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won't talk to your husband anymore. You forget that she is part of you, or he is part
of you.

Look at these five things that God said should be done by them, and | believe
should be done in all marriages. #1, it ought to be fruitful. #2, we ought to be
multiplying. #3, we ought to be replenishing. #4, we ought to be subduing. #5, we
ought to take dominion over those spirits that try to destroy our marriage.

Quit inviting everybody into your marriage. If you have a problem, the first
thing you should do about it is tell your spouse and pray about it. Amen! We bringin
Mom, we bring in Dad, we bring in uncle so-and-so, we bring in the neighbors. We
line up everybody we can, and then we are so confused by all this advice. If we had
gone to the Lord as we should have in the beginning, God could have taken care of it
then. If you still feel you need counsel, seek out a godly man and woman whose
marriage is working; whose life has been this five-fold work.

If I am going to find somebody to speak to me about my marriage, | want
somebody that's got one that is working. | am going to find somebody who is on top
of it. I would hate to sit in somebody's office and tell them I've got trouble in my
marrige, and have them say, "*"Man, you think you've got trouble; you ought to see
what I amin.”" Amen?

Let's look at God's plan in Genesis 2:18, Amplified Bible:

""Now the Lord God said, it is not good (sufficient, satisfactory) that the
man should be alone; I will make him a helper meet (suitable, adapted,
completing) for him."

Notice who said this. It was not Adam. It was not the bull out in the field, nor
the alligator in the swamp, or the monkey swinging through the tree. God said it.
God said, ""Wait a minute; it is not good that man should be alone.”™ Adam up to this
point probably did not know he was alone. He was just happy-go-lucky. I mean, he's
ruling the whole thing; he's calling all the shots and he's naming all the animals, but
God said itis notgood. Thisis not Don Krider's plan. THIS IS GOD'S PLAN. Ifyou
think that you can operate on your own when you are married, you are mistaken.
That is what the enemy wants you to think. When you ignore that portion that God
made to complete you in that marriage, you become incomplete.

Help meet = Conc #5828 from #5826 = to surround, protect or aide, to
help, to succour.

A woman was not just there to be there, was she. She was made to complete
Adam in the work that he was going to do. Men, if God has given you a wife, you
have found a good thing and you have obtained favor in the sight of the Lord. The
problem is a lot of men have found women and not wives. Instead of waiting on God
for their mate, they picked the one they wanted; and they always picked like Samuel
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picked - looks good, sounds good, and oh boy! Later on in life, we find out that most
of those never worked because God did not build it.

God had a purpose for making man and women. The husband is to manage
with economy, or he's to set the tone. He is the one that is to provide for his
household. He is the one who is to set the limits on what's going on. Most women say,
"Well, I've got the checkbook.” I'm not talking about that. My wife writes the
checks, because | used to be on the road all the time and she had to pay a bill. | had
no problem with that, but before she takes me into debt, she has to get my approval.
That is just pure sane reasoning. | would hate to come home and find a $4,000.00
indebtedness.

""Oh, honey, | meant to tell you about that. While you were gone, | just
thought | needed a little wardrobe.” Right away we’ve got a problem developing
here. The man and the woman need to sit down and go right to the basics, to the
economy. Most of our problems stem from finances. We men need to realize we are
responsible before God to be a good steward and to allow the wife her freedom, but
also to make her realize by sharing with her honestly, that we only have so much
money. We need to discuss finances together because we are ONE. If we are in debt,
we are both in debt, not just one of us.

In this economy we have today, women when they become housewives are
almost made fun of. They are made to feel like they are second-rate citizens. God
said, ""Wait a minute; they are in MY employment.” When you become a wife, it does
not mean you cease existing. When you become a husband, it does not mean you
cease existing. It means you both have moved into a new relationship, and instead of
being just me now, it is us together in this thing. | have to start thinking those terms,
not me anymore, but us. God is saying that the wife, the helpmeet, has a humble
employment, which means honest and clean. It means you are workers, doesn'tit. In
Genesis 2:24 in the Amplified Bible, it says:

"Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and shall become
united and cleave to his wife and they shall become one flesh.™

Underline it - ONE. Do you believe the word of God is true? Do you believe
that the word of God has an answer for every situation in our lives? God has a
guideline for our marriage if we let His guideline come into effect into our lives. Too
many times we supersede God's plan for our lives, and because we did, it takes us a
long time to get back to it. Nobody wants to admit that they ever made a mistake, but
if we are honest, we know that every one of us makes mistakes. We first of all have to
humble ourselves. If you want to be exalted in your marriage, humble yourselves.

(1 Pet 5:6 KJV) Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of
God, that he may exalt you in due time:

Next we need to obey Ephesians 5:31:

IT TAKES THREE 8
DK



The Amplified Bible says:*For this reason, a man shall leave his father
and his mother and shall be joined to his wife and the two shall become
one flesh."

That is God's plan. That is what God said is going to happen if you are going
to be successful. You leave your parents, and should be leaving everybody else out of
your marriage. You leave them and you start cleaving together and you start building
together, and if anybody comes in and tries to make light of your mate, walk away
from them. You chose that person to live with. You chose that individual to marry.
Don't let people come in and make light of your choice. If I made a bad choice, I can
still work on making it good, but I am not going to tell you about it. Let's look at Gen
2:21-22:

(Gen 2:21 KJV) And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon
Adam, and he slept: and he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh
instead thereof;
(Gen 2:22 KJV) And the rib, which the LORD God had taken from man, made he a
woman, and brought her unto the man.

Rib =Conc. 6763 = arib (as curved), lit. (of the body) or fig. (of a door,
i.e. leaf); hence a side, lit. (of a person) or fig. (of an object or the sky,
i.e. quarter); arch. a (espec. floor or ceiling) timber or plank (single or
collect., i.e. a flooring):--beem, board, chamber, corner, leaf, plank, rib,
side.

The word rib is used of a side of a man, or inanimate thing such as a
tabernacle, the altar side chamber cells, and the temple, and so forth. But only once
does it ever appear in the Word of God translated into the word rib in the way it is
used here in Genesis. Isn't that amazing. It must have been an important event. He
did not use it any other place but here. God took that rib and out of that rib He
created woman.

In the Living Bible in Genesis 2:23 when God brought her to Adam, Adam
exclaimed, "Thisisit!" Isn'tthatgreat. I like that. *’She is part of my own bone and
flesh.” I can't imagine Adam just saying, ""Well, I guess this isit."" There had never
been awoman before. Thisis God's sinless creation right here. He brings this woman
to Adam and I think Adam's eyes bugged out of his head! He had seen cows, and
bulls, an boy alligators and girl alligators, and all the animals, but he had NEVER
seen awoman! | think he shouted so loud the whole garden roared. "THIS IS IT!""

We do that when we start out in our married life, don't we; but as we go down
the road, we say, ""Oh, God, is this it?"* Somehow we lose that original vision and
where there is no vision, the people perish. Your marriage perishes when there is no
vision of remembering how you felt the first time you saw that beautiful wife that God
prepared for you.
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God wants us to enjoy marriage. One day the word ""marriage’ just popped
into my mind. 1 saw it spelled out, M-A-R-R-1-A-G-E, and God separated that word.
He made two words out of it and it was ""marri-age.”” The Holy Spirit began to talk to
me and He said, ""That is what the age of marriage should be all about, being merry.
It should be a continual feast. It should be a merry-age from the time of its'
conception to the end of it."" It should be a time filled with the joy of our heart, with a
gladness of our spirit. We should be able to look at that husband or wife and say,
""You're the one that makes my heart merry.”™ Soitisa ""merry-age,” isn't it.

"Thisisit!" The Revised Standard says: ""This at last is bone of my bones and
flesh of my flesh.”” The New American Bible says: ""This one at last is bone of my
bones and flesh of my flesh." The Good News Bible says:, *"Then the man said, at last
here is one of my own kind. Bone taken from my bone and flesh from my flesh.”™ The
Amplified Bible said, " This creature is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh.**

The Living Bible is the one that grips me. "THIS IS IT!" If you'd practice
that a little bit, it wouldn't be near that hard to say. But what we do is look at the
woman, and we find that it is getting a little larger than when we first married it.
Wrinkles are coming into it, the hair is growing gray, and we say, "My goodness, this
is it? What happened to the girl I married?" Wrong thoughts. When you get
tempted to do that, look into the mirror real quick and say, ""What happened to
him?*

From the day we said, "I do™ until the day we leave this earth, we should be
saying, "THIS IS IT!"" We should pray with all of our heart that will be the attitude
of our life. Amen! "THISISIT!" Guys, when you get up in the morning, | want you
to jump out of bed and say, "THIS IS IT!"" Your wife will probably tear the covers
off running for shelter. We've become so dismal or cheerless about being married
that the ""merry-age™ is no longer there. Itis just an age. We will endure it to the
end, you know. That is not what God wants. God wants a ""merry-age'’; a
marriage-time of rejoicing in what God is doing. Amen!

THE DUTIES OF MAN

Chapter 2

(Gen 2:23 KJV) And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh
of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of
Man.
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(Gen 2:24 KJV) Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave
unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.

God gave me a thought of these two words - "leave’ and *'cleave.” Leave
everybody else out of your marriage, but cleave to your wife, fellows. Cleave to your
wife. Continue to underline that word "ONE." He doesn't say there are going to be
two. He said there is going to be one. Amen! When you marry, you become a part of
one another. You don't become just two people living in one house. You have one
heart, you have one mind, working together. The Bible tells us that all the members
of the body should have the same mind (1 Cor. 1:10).

How about a marriage? They should have the same mind. It should be of one
mind. We should have the same heart. We should have a heart for one another, but if
we don't have a heart after God, we are not going to have a heart for one another. If
we don't have a heart for one another, it is going to be hard to have a heart for those
in need outside the marriage. We will put up a front, we will help people, we'll say all
the right things, but down inside there is a death that is taking place. A marriage is
dying. What God ordained, we are allowing to die right on the vine, when we have the
power within us to take that marriage out of the mulli-grubs and put it into a
"merry-age.” Hallelujah! A ""merry-age' for us.

The Holy Spirit is speaking to the church. Your children need to see a
"merry-age' in your marriage. It isso important that we know how to take care of
our family and raise them right, but the marriage was designed to outlast the
children. The children will go on and marry their own husband or wife.

(Gen 2:24 KJV) Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother,
and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.

This is a prophetic word. Back in the garden there were only two people, and
they did not have a father or mother. God was their creator, and this was the
commandment that God gave. He said, " This is a principle that | am going to set for
every marriage that shall ever come. This is a principle that | am starting with the
first couple, and I am the same yesterday, today, and forever. |1 am the Lord God, I
change not.”™ His principles have not changed. God expects us to take the sanctity of
marriage and separate it away from everyone else so it becomes our private affair.

Number one men, we've got to have an identification. We have to identify with
the bones of my bones and the flesh of my flesh. That means that when she hurts, |
hurt. When there is an ache in her life, it ought to be felt by me. You can't tell me
that you can smash a finger and your whole body does not realize it is smashed.
When our wife is hurting, we need to know why she is hurting. She is bone of our
bone and flesh of our flesh. We become one flesh with that individual.

Number two, there has to become a commitment. You leave your father and
mother and you cleave to your wife. Isn't that great? To leave and to cleave.
Somebody said to me, "'Boy, | never really had much trouble until I got saved, and
then I got married and I really have trouble.” Itis real simple when you sit down and
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think about it. The man has his troubles, the wife has her troubles, and they don’t
leave them when they get married. They just pack them up and take them into that
marriage. They cover them up for a little while, but those troubles are still there. So
when you marry, you really got double trouble. That's true, isn't it.

We aren't really honest about this. "*Well, I never had any problems until I
married my wife.” "'l never had any problems until I married that ‘ol man I'm
married to."" Sure you had problems; that is part of the reason you married. You
probably married the gal thinking she could take care of your problems, and she
thought maybe you could take care of her problems You both came into the marriage
with all your problems.

I had problems when | married, and | brought all mine right into that
marriage, but I thought love would conquer everything. | did not have to have any
sense, just love would take care of it. Then | found out that she brought some with
her. We had to sit down and sort through all that stuff and find out what was really
important. We bring all that baggage into that marriage, your trouble and her
trouble, and find out that we have double trouble.

Let's look at Ephesians 5:25-33:

(Eph 5:23 KJV) For THE HUSBAND IS THE HEAD OF THE WIFE,

even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the

body.
(Eph 5:24 KJV) Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to
their own husbands in every thing.

(Eph 5:25 KJV) HUSBANDS, LOVE YOUR WIVES, even as Christ also

loved the church, and gave himself for it;

""Husbands, love your wives."” | don't see any place in there that said, **If you
want to.” I've had people come to me and say, ""Brother Krider, | believe in keeping
the commandments.”™ | said, ""How about this one?" **Well, that's in the New
Testament, you know." You need to look at 2 Timothy 3:16-17:

(2 Tim 3:16 KJV) All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness:
(2 Tim 3:17 KJV) That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all
good works.

Amplified Bible says: '"Every scripture is God-breathed, given by His
inspiration, and profitable for instruction, for reproof and conviction of
sin, for correction of error and discipline in obedience, and for training in
righteousness {that is, in holy living, in conformity to God's will in
thought, purpose, and action.} So that the man of God may be complete
and proficient, well-fitted and thoroughly equipped for every good work."*
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This is God's direction concerning marriage and if you want your marriage to
be successful, you are going to have to work at it this way. "*Husbands, love your
wives." Then He gives you an example doesn’t he. "Even as Christ also loved the
church.” That is not really a new principle. Jesus told his disciples to love one
another, even as He had loved them (John 15:12). That carries over into our
marriage, doesn't it? Husbands, you have to love your wives, just like Christ loved
the church and gave Himself for it.

(Eph 5:26 KJV) That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing

of water by the word,
(Eph 5:27 KJV) That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot,
or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.

Our marriages ought to be holy. A marriage should be set apart, sanctified
unto God, so that all we are going to have in our marriage is that which glorifies the
Lord. All we are going to have in our marriage is that which brings honor to the
Lord. All we are going to have in our marriage is that which lifts the Lord up and
exalts him in our lives.

Husbands, you've got a great responsibility. Don't blame your wife all the
time. Don't say, ""Well, if she'd love me.” That is not what it says at all. It says,
""Husbands, love your wives even as Christ loved the church.”™ That is a pretty heavy
example, isn't it? He gave Himself for the church, didn't He?

There come times when we have to deny ourselves, so our wife can have the
fulfillment. There has to come a time when we just step back and say, ""Okay, honey,
you wanted to go shopping today, and I'll go with you.” Sure I will!!! and all the way
down there I'm thinking, **Oh boy, the football game is on, this is Saturday afternoon,
and I wish my wife would..."" You know! She is so glad to have you along, and you
are mumbling, and grumbling, and griping to yourself. And every time she picks up
something and looks at it, you just - awww, you know! She’s just really enjoying you.

Men, how many stupid things have we done, and God still loves us? Amen?

I'm serious. Marriages and families are the two things that God has laid so
heavily upon my heart, and every time | go to teach it, I get fought by every power of
darkness that can come against me. But | know that it is the beginning of the revival
that America needs and the turning around of families does not belong to anybody
but to us, the body of Christ. Amen! Not only are we to love our wives as Christ
loved the church; we are also told to love our wives as we love our own bodies.

(Eph 5:28 KJV) So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. He

that loveth his wife loveth himself.
(Eph 5:29 KJV) For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth
it, even as the Lord the church:
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I've got news for you: | feed my flesh, I take good care of mine, and that is the
way we ought to think. I love my wife, just like Christ loved the church. That is
where | want to be. I love her like I love myself. We need to begin to think in terms
of one another. Instead of what | want out of this marriage, Lord, bring what You
want out of it.

(Eph 5:30 KJV) For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his

bones.
(Eph 5:31 KJV) For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be
joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh.

(Eph 5:32 KJV) This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ

and the church.
(Eph 5:33 KJV) Nevertheless let every one of you in particular so love his wife even as
himself; and the wife see that she reverence her husbhand.

We are not going to dwell on the wife here; we are going to dwell on the
husband. There are four things that God says in this section for us as men to do. #1 is
to love, #2 is to give, #3 is to nourish, and #4 is to cherish. Write those down in your
Bible or your book, but put them into your heart. It is a good way to examine
yourself. Do I really love my wife as Christ loved the church? Do I really give myself
into this marriage? Do I nourish this marriage? Do I cherish this marriage? When
you hold fast to something, you are not apt to lose it.

You can't keep a member of a marriage from departing if they want to. That is
up to them, but I am saying that you are to do your part. You cannot slack off
because one member in that marriage is not acting up to their portion. You have to
do what God tells you, and then if it fails, you won't have to be guilty. You won't have
to say, ""Well, I wish I had done something else.” When you have done your part, my
friend, you are free. So four things I see God demands of husbands in our marriage
relationship with our wives is to love them, to give ourselves for them, to nourish
them, and to cherish them.

Now look at 1 Peter 3:7:

(1 Pet 3:7 KJV) Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to
knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as
being heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers be not
hindered.

""Likewise ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge...” Underline
that. Hosea 4:6 says, "My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge."* Many times
your marriage is destroyed or in shambles for the lack of knowledge in knowing what
God really expects of you. When we know what God expects of us in this contract of
marriage, then we are able to fulfill it, aren't we. But if we are just groping around
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trying to find some way to make it work, or some magic formula, or somebody to say
the right thing to put it together, it is not going to work.

God did not tell the husband to dwell with his wife according to passion, or
according to emotion, or according to lust. He told us to dwell with our wives
according to knowledge. Get it into your heart. We have the Word of God before us.

If I do that, I am going to be giving honor unto the wife as unto the weaker vessel,
and as being heirs together of the grace of life, that our prayers be not hindered.

Dwelling as heirs together denotes unity. What we need in a marriage is unity
so when we pray, we receive it. Wouldn't it be wonderful if when our children get
sick, we could just go in there, both of us in total agreement, lay our hands on them,
and in the name of Jesus command healing to come in that body.

It has to happen sooner or later, but because we are walking in such different
avenues, not walking in oneness, but walking in two paths, something happens in our
family and we are not together in unity. Oh, we pray together, but God knows that
we are not dwelling together in knowledge. God knows we are not dwelling in love.
God knows that we are not doing what He told us to do, and because we are
disobedient in our affair with one another, then we find out God does not hear us. He
said if any two of you agree, didn't He. If | want God to hear my prayer and my
wife's prayer, | am going to have to be in unity with my wife.

1 Peter 3:7 Amp. Bible says: ""In the same way you married men should
live considerately with your wives, with an intelligent recognition of the
marriage relation..."

Know what you are doing. Once in awhile review the marriage vows you took.
The tragedy of the whole thing though, is that in the church marriages are failing at
almost the same rate as those in the world. Isn't that tragic? The one place where
love ought to abound. The one place where we have the right to love and the ability to
love, we deny one another that love. And then we say, "'l love you, brother." If you
don't love your sister whom you have seen and you married, don't tell me you love
God whom you have not seen.

See, it gets right down to put-up or shut-up time. It gets down to opening your
heart and being honest with one another and saying, **"Honey, | am having a problem
with this area, and I think we need to pray about this.” Amen! Instead we go out and
tell our good ol’ buddy, ""Boy, you don't know what that women is like to live with.""
Later we come to church holding her hand and smiling, then we tell her, **Shut up
woman, I've got to go pray for the sick,” and we get up there and lay hands on the
sick brother. Itisn't going to work! If you want to prosper in God, you are going to
have to prosper in your marriage. It gets a lot more serious.

1 Peter 3:7 ""...while honoring the woman as [physically] the weaker, but
[realizing that you] are joint heirs of the grace (God's unmerited favor) of
life, in order that your prayers may not be hindered and cut off; otherwise
you cannot pray effectively."
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If some guy comes to me and says he has trouble praying, I ask him how his
married life is, because that is where most of it stems from. Every time you get down
to pray you get convicted. Every time you get down to pray, you won't repent because
you know you are right. You say it is your wife that needs to repent, so you won't give
yourself into that situation.

We want to be leaders in the church and we cannot even love our own wives
and dwell with them according to knowledge. We wonder why they don’t ever call me
to pray in the prayer line. Listen, that doesn't mean only your prayers with your wife
are hindered; it means you cannot pray effectively - period. Every time you go to
prayer and your heart is not right, conviction comes on you and you have to fight it
off, unless you want to go to your wife and say, ""Honey, I am sorry."” There are three
words that we have a hard time saying: | AM SORRY. Three little words, especially
to our wives. | am telling you, it starts with the husband. It starts with the head, and
man is the head.

Colossians 3:19 in the Amplified says: ""Husbands, love your wives - be
affectionate and sympathetic with them - and do not be harsh or bitter or
resentful toward them."**

Husbands, let's be honest. Haven't there been some times when you just got
bitter? There are times when the wife does something that just grinds you, and
instead of sitting down and talking it over and sharing it, you walk out the door. All
day long it festers in you, and that bitter root begins to defile and begins to destroy.
So husbands, love your wives, be affectionate and sympathetic with them. Do not be
harsh, or bitter, or resentful towards them.

Notice in Ephesians 5:23 again, "'For the husband 1S..."" Now underline this,
ladies; underline this, men. A little word, isn'tit. Now we could substitute something
like: he could be if he was the man he ought to be. He could be if he did what I told
him to do. That is not God's plan. God's plan is that the man should be and is the
head of the wife. | think this would help cut down the divorce rate, if we realized we
were cutting off our own heads when we divorced.

Eph 5: 23 ""For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the
head of the church and He is the saviour of the body."

The husband is the head, to lead, to direct, giving directions spiritually or
carnally, to the wife, as Christ is the head of the church, saviour of the body, covering
and protection. That is what the husband is supposed to be to his wife.

Do you men think that you have really been a good head? | mean, really
covered your wife? A lot of times we uncover them, by speaking evil about them or
saying some little slight remark - that is uncovering. But charity covers a multitude of
sin, doesn't it. Surely if we are going to cover other people, we certainly ought to be
able to cover our wives. There ought to be a covering there, where a wife can feel
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secure, and know that no matter if she blows it today, her husband is not going to tell
on her.

Now remember, we are to love our wives as Christ loved the church; isn't that
what it says? Do you know how Christ loved Judas? When He found out that Judas
was going to betray him, did He tell Peter? Did He tell James? Did He tell John? No!

He kept it covered, didn't He? If I am going to love my wife as Christ loved the
church, I am going to have to cover my wife and not bring up faults, not bring up
shortcomings, not bring anything up to anybody else. She and I may pray about it, we
may discuss it, but we are going to take care of it at home, so when you see me, you
will think I've got the best wife in the world.

I have heard men talking, and I honestly didn't want to meet their wives.
"Well, she is always this and she is always doing that and she does this...."" Then I met
the women and | would already have such a prejudiced view of them. But you know,
the more | was around the women, | found out it was the husband and his own
bitterness that defiled everything in his life. 1 do not listen to them any more; I finally
quit it. We need to be friends with our wives.

One man said, ""Well! I am the leader of this family."" Yeah, but a leader needs
to earn respect. Itis not going to be given to you automatically. Most of the time you
have to earn it.

We find out then that a husband has a big job, doesn't he? He has to love, he
has to give, he has to nourish, he has to cherish, he has to be sure that he dwells with
his wife according to knowledge and not just passion or emotion. He has to be sure
that he is the head that protects and provides. He is the head that sees that what
comes into that marriage is right and pure and lovely.

Husbands, you are in a full-time ministry. If you are married, it is a full-time
ministry to minister to that marriage. 1 mean that. Even if you are 100 miles or 1,000
miles away, you still have a job to pray for your wife and to cover her with your
prayers and your love. God holds us responsible as husbands to be sure that this
marriage works the way God intended it to work.

Let's look at 1 Corinthians 13:4-8 in the Amplified Bible. | want you to look at
it and measure your love for your wife with this here, and you wives for your
husbands. Examine yourselves and see if this is truly the kind of love you have for
your mates.

Vs.4 Love endures long and is patient and kind; love never is envious,

nor boils over with jealousy; is not boastful or vainglorious, does not

display itself haughtily.
Vs.5 Itis not conceited - arrogant, and inflated with pride; it is not rude (unmannerly)
and does not act unbecomingly. Love (God's love in us) does not insist on its own rights
or its own way, for it is not self-seeking; it is not touchy or fretful or resentful; it takes no
account of the evil done to it - pays no attention to a suffered wrong.

Vs.6 It does not rejoice at injustice and unrighteousness, but rejoices

when right and truth prevail.
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Vs.7 Love bears up under anything and everything that comes, is ever ready to believe
the best of every person, its hopes are fadeless under all circumstances and it endures
everything (without weakening).

Vs.8 Love never fails - never fades out or becomes obsolete or comes to

an end.

Husbands, do you think that is the kind of love we have for our wives? Take
that little section and go in a bedroom by yourself. Read it again and say, "*Now let's
see how well | do with this. Itistesttime. Let me see now. How often and how quick
do I give up on my wife? Man, | gave her two weeks to shape up and she still has not
shaped up. | am going to turn her over to the devil for destruction of her flesh that
her soul might be saved.” We may not say things like that, but we walk around many
times with that attitude: "'If you don't shape up, you can ship out! | am the guy
providing for this family. 1 am the head of this house."

God is talking about real love here, not the soapbox operas where they operate
in lust. That is what they are doing. They are not falling in love; they do not even
know what the word love means. God tells us what love really means. He said this is
how it operates. Does our marriage have this kind of an operation in it, men? You
women can get in on this too. | am saying that I believe that the man should initiate
this kind of a love into his marriage and quit blaming the wife when everything falls
apart.

What do you think would happen if we had that in our hearts? Isn't it funny
how we can put up with people in the body of Christ? We tell them we love them and
they act crazier than our wife does. Do you think we are telling the truth? Are we
really saying, "'l don't have to live with you, so it is kind of easy for me to say | love
you, but I've got to live with this woman! | am going to set the standards on which
this marriage is going to operate."

God says, ""Wait a minute!"™ Your marriage, if it is going to be fruitful, if it is
going to multiply, if it is going to replenish, if it is going to be blessed and it is going to
be abundant, and you are going to rule and you are going to have dominion in it, God
says you are going to do it by love. He said if you don't know what love is, and you
don't know how it operates, how in the world can you operate in love in your
marriage.

I have to admit some times, that first one gets me: ENDURES LONG. | hada
bad temper, but thank the Lord, He has brought a safe guard over it now and watches
over it. 1 used to blow it. 1 would come out of a revival meeting as high as a Kite, see
the sick healed, the lame leap for joy, the blind eyes come open, and go home and my
wife could say one wrong word, and the dog ran. Everybody would clear the house,
because Dad was coming unglued. | really had to pray, | really had to apologize, |
really had to ask my wife to forgive me.

You think you have love in your heart, but God has to put it there, and you
have to allow that love to operate. God wants us to dwell with our wives according to
knowledge and love is part of God's knowledge to men and women. Itis aword that
comes from the Greek in this tense and it means:
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1Cor. 13:4 Love = Conc. G26. agape, from G25; love, i.e. affection or
benevolence; a love-feast:--(feast of) charity, dear, love. G25. agapao, to
love (in a social or moral sense):--(be-) love (-ed).

Another example of this agape love is found in Deut 6:5, and again in Luke 10:27:

"'...thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy
soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour
as thyself."

John 15:12 says:

"This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as | have loved
you."

Romans 5:5 says:

"...the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which
is given unto us.” This is the love of the heart.

In John 15:19 we find another kind of love:

"If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are
not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the
world hateth you." This is called a phileo love.

Love - Conc. G5368. phileo, from G5384; to be a friend to - fond of an
individual or an object, i.e. have affection for - denoting personal
attachment, as a matter of sentiment or feeling; while G25 is wider,
embracing espec. the judgment and the deliberate assent of the will as a
matter of principle, duty and propriety:

Agape love is chiefly of the heart, and phileo of the head. Which love do we
have? Do we have the kind of love that says, "Yeah, you're my wife, I acknowledge
that; here's ten bucks, go out and have a good time." Or does it come from a heart
that says, ""Honey, you are a part of me and whatever | do to you, | will receive in like
kind myself."" You see, all of the Bible comes to play in a marriage. If | do not
forgive, then I will not be forgiven. If I do not give love to my wife, then I shall not
receive a crop of love back. So it can't be just a head love where you say, ""Okay,
you're my old lady."

I think that is one of the most derogatory terms that a man can use, when you
say, "Thisis my old lady.” This is not your old lady; it is your wife. You ought to be
proud of saying that word. She said ""yes" to you one day. She said, ""Yes, | want to
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spend my life with you.” Hallelujah! You ought to say, ""Folks, this is my beloved
wife, in whom I am well pleased.™

Also, you women, don't go around saying, ""Well, this is the old man.”" NO! He
isyour head. You don't walk around and tell people, **Man, look how ugly I am; this
is the ugliest head anybody's got in town!" No, you wash it real good, you get it to
shine, you curl it, because you want everybody to see a good head on your shoulders,
don't you? How about your marriage? Do people know you've got a good head?
What do people think about your head in the marriage when you leave him? Isita
head love or a heart love?

Galatians 5:22 says, ""The fruit of the spirit is love.” Now the other eight
things, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, and
temperance are a fullness of that love. It is exactly what love is. Itis like an orange,
and inside the orange are all of the slices. All of those listed above are contained in
the fruit of the spirit: LOVE.

We need a love that is mature, don't we? We do not need a green love. We do
not need a love that is selfish. We need a love that is mature so when our wife or our
husband has a real problem, they can come to us, and instead of getting bitterness,
they get the sweet peace of that love. They get the sweet long-suffering. They get the
sweet gentleness and kindness of that love that we have in our heart.

The question is not whether God is right or wrong here. The absolute truth is:
GOD ISRIGHT. The only question is, am | going to listen to His right, or am | going
to walk along in my wrong? Do | want to walk in light? Do I want to walk in truth?
Do | want to walk in these things? Or would I rather just kind of stumble along and
do what I want to do.

Now remember, this love is either of the heart or of the head. Now if it is of the
heart, then you recognize something: that mate is the other part of you. Itis not the
old lady. It is not the old man. We have the same heart, don't we, because we are
ONE! If we have the same heart, | am going to love her and she's going to love me. If
we have the same mind, we are going to start seeing things alike, aren’'t we? We are
going to take the different views and begin to let them melt down in long-suffering
and with gentleness and kindness, and we are going to let them melt together in the
love of God until those two opinions become one vision.

There is nothing wrong with having two opinions as long as you can bring
them together in the love of God and see where they match together. If I stretch my
arms out to my sides, the right hand is way over here, and the left hand is way over on
the other side, but they still belong to the same body. When | bring them together,
there is a strength in them that is not in the one hand or the other, and that is like a
marriage. The wife brings a strength into it; the husband brings a strength into it.
When they unite and are locked together in ONE, they have the power of God in the
midst of that marriage, to ask, to believe, and to receive anything that they can in
unity and faith agree on.

The enemy comes along and says, ""Wait a minute; your wife is not worth a
whole lot. Hey man, what you ought to do is get rid of her and get a new one. | mean,
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after all, this is a new model year, isn't it. Each year we bring out the old models and
get rid of them, and bring out the new models."

In America we are continually browbeat with this. Get something new; get
something more exciting. If there is no excitement in your marriage, it is not the
devil's fault, it is not God's fault because He wants you to have a ""Merry-Age"’; it's
your fault. You lose the thrill and the excitement of looking at that person and saying
as a husband, "THIS IS IT, PRAISE GOD! ANDITISGETTING BETTER WITH
AGE!

I don't know about you, but | hate to throw old shoes away. They just start
fitting your feet, and boy, they feel so comfortable. You can just get down in there on
your old toes and that leather just fits around them. About the time you've got them
broken in, somebody says, ""You need a new pair. Those are all scarred up and they
are all busted up, and they..."" Man, they fit good, but you want to look better, so you
get a new pair of shoes and you walk around with your toes crinkled up in the ends of
them and you can hardly stand up. That is what we do in marriages. We just say,
"Well, yeah, that person there, you know, just does not really do anything for me
anymore." The first thing you know, you are all alone in life. Even living in the same
house with that individual, you are all alone.

Do you want your marriage to become really one in Christ, where when you
see the husband, you see the wife; and when you see the wife, you see the husband. |
can talk to a wife just a few moments and know what her husband is like. If she is
happy she feels at peace and secure, and | know she has a good husband. If she is full
of fears and doubt and frustration and anxiety, I know there is a problem there. Her
husband is not providing the protection. He is not providing the covering. He is not
providing the secure place for his wife. Husbands, we've got a big job! The world has
to look at us and see Christ and the church. We cannot always be pushing it off on
somebody else.

All right, there are four things God expects out of men in marriage. He said,
""Love your wives." Paul said let a man so examine himself to see whether he be in the
faith (2 Cor. 13:5). That means in your marriage too. Do you really feel like you are
loving your wife just like 1 Cor. 13:4-8 explains love to be? Do you believe that your
love is long-suffering? Do you believe that your love is gentle and just totally what
God wants it to be towards your wife? Do you truly feel that you and your wife are
ONE, and have allowed God to be that three-fold cord?

When love sees an area that is weak, it comes to the aide of that weakness with
the strength of Christ. It never takes that weakness and flaunts it before other
members of the body of Christ or any individual. That is the long-suffering value of
Christ's love. Again | want to remind you that Jesus never told on Judas. He was
about to be betrayed by him, He was about to be murdered, and yet He never told on
Judas; but how quick we are to point out weaknesses in our mate's life. It makes us
look better, doesn't it? That is not love; that is pride. Sooner or later that pride goes
before a fall.

When we husbands love our wives and dwell with them according to
knowledge, we are going to cover them, we are going to protect them, we are going to
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surround them with our love, until they feel safe to make a mistake. | know a lot of
marriages today that are afraid to make mistakes, they are afraid to be themselves,
because they know they are going to be in trouble the moment they open their mouth.
That should not be if we husbands love our wives as Christ loved the church.

How many ignorant, stupid, idiotic things do you think that we have said to the
Lord, men? How many promises have we made God and never kept? How many
times have we told God that we were going to do something and never did it? |am
saying to you that God covers our foolishness. How about the husband loving his wife
like Christ loves us? Do you think that we could cover our wives foolishness if she has
any? Protect her, and if she wants to be foolish, let her be foolish a little bit; it won't
kill you.

God is saying: #1 - If we are going to do what God wants, we are going to have
to love our wives like Christ loves the church. #2 - Then we are going to have to give
ourselves, just like Christ gave Himself for us. There are a lot of times a wife needs a
husband, but he is too busy with something that he does not need to do, but that he
wants to do. There were times when my wife really needed me to give her
understanding, and give her a time of day, and give her something that she needed,
and what did 1 do? | had to go out and fulfill the desire of my heart.

If you have never done that be on the watch for it, because it is easy to do
unconsciously and unaware. We need to become very conscious of the needs of our
wives. We need to become conscious of the weakness, that they are the weaker vessel,
whether we want to admit it or not. #3 - Then He said to nourish your wife. Nourish
means to strengthen. How many times do we just walk off and leave the wife and
maybe she needs us. We just walk away and leave her, when we should have been
sure that the other part of us was strengthened, nourished, fed, filled up, becoming
strong.

Husbands, we've got a big responsibility here. We have to quit blaming other
people for our failures in our marriage. The marriage boils down to this: do | want it
to succeed and on whose terms do | want it to succeed - on mine or on God's? If it
succeeds on mine, it will be short-term because | will have to prop it up; but if it
succeeds on God's terms, itisin for along run. Itisinfora"Merry-Age.” Itisinfor
a joyful season. Itisin for fulfillment. Itisin for a fruitful time. Itisin the blessing
of God.

Where do you want to be successful? | want to be successful in my marriage. |
mean that. |1 don't care about being a successful preacher, an evangelist, or whatever.
That will happen as God makes it happen. But I have to be involved in making my
marriage successful. 1 want my marriage to be fruitful; I want it to multiply. 1 want
it to be a marriage that has dominion over the imps of hell that try to steal in there
and rob from me.

The fourth thing that God wants us to do is to ""cherish™ our wives. | thinkin
some of the wedding vows we take, one of the words that we have in there is cherish,
isn't it. To honor and to cherish, as long as we both shall live. That really did feel
good for six months, didn't it. Everything was going along lovely, like getting saved.
When you first got saved, everything was lovely, everybody was lovely. But all of a
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sudden, you began to look back again through the eye of the natural man and you saw
it was not like you thought it was.

A marriage starts off with hearts usually that want to be together, but they
quit cherishing their time together. They begin to bring more and more things and
people into their marriage until their life is filled with people and things, instead of
cherishing those moments alone together and setting time apart together where the
husband can cherish his wife and remind her how much he really loves her. You just
run in the house and say, ""Hi, honey, what's for dinner?"" That's really cherishing
her? Or in the morning you get up, and you take a shower and your wife is making
the coffee. You come out there and you are still about half blind trying to get it all
together to go to work, and your wife says, ""Honey, | need to talk to you for a few
minutes.” "I'm sorry, but I don't have time for you. I've got things to do today, and
it is important that I get them done. I'll talk to you tonight.™

That repeats month after month, and pretty soon the wife is not asking the
husband anymore. She is asking somebody else. When you stop cherishing your wife,
you are asking for trouble to move right into your home. You don't take time to
express your love and tell your wife how important she really is to you. Does Jesus
ever express His love to you? Doesn't He every day in some way, in some little thing,
show you how much He loves you? He gets you up in the morning, doesn't He?
You've got a sound mind to walk around in. You can walk around in love, and you
can walk around in His presence. He is expressing how much He cherishes us at all
times.

What do you think would happen if we guys would call our wife about noon
some time and say, ""Honey, | just wanted to call you and tell you I love you!" She
would probably have a heart attack and say, "*Was that my husband? He must have
gotten the wrong number!"* You see, we need to cherish our wife while we are doing
anything. She needs to be at the forefront of our mind and our hearts. The marriage
relationship is not something you walk out of when you leave the bedroom and out the
door to work. Itis something that husbands are not doing today that needs to be done
more and more; it is cherishing their wives. You might say, ""Well, I've got a pretty
good marriage." Ifitis just pretty good, it could be better.

I would like to see this high divorce rate stopped. | want to see marriages back
where God intended them to be, where the man takes his rightful place and is not
ashamed to protect his wife. | remember when | was a kid, you could walk into a cafe
and if somebody said something vulgar, a man got up and said, ""Hey, my wife is
present. Would you mind not talking like that." He cherished her, didn't he? He
showed public affection toward her. He showed public care for her. He did not want
her polluted by the words that were going to be unclean and filthy.

We need to build an environment, men, around our marriage. It needstobea
sanctified marriage. It needs to be a marriage set apart where all the filth and all the
uncleanness cannot come in there. You men have the opportunity and you have the
commandment from God to set the economy for your home; what you are going to
have in that home; what you are going to have in that marriage. We need to start
cherishing our wives and not be ashamed to say, ""This is my wife. | want you to
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watch how you talk around her." You might say, "That's old chivalry.” Well, it may
be old chivalry but it works, friend.

It's when we got this independent thing in marriages that it began to come
apart. When the wife became independent and the husband became independent,
then they tried to get together and become dependent over night. It does not work.
There has to be a dependency built in our marriages. You need your wife and the
wife needs her husband. You do not need all the world; you need one another.

So God said there has to be a loving like Christ loved. There has to be a giving
of ourself, a dying to self, and there has to be a nourishing and a strengthening in that
marriage. And then, there has to be a cherishing, a loving, an enfolding, a caring.
You might say, "Well, | have been married 50 years and we do not need all that
stuff.” Yesyou do. You probably lost it 25 years ago and are still trying to find it, but
the Lord is telling you how to get it back in there where it belongs.

The world needs to look at a church and see Christ in the church. How are
they going to see that? They are going to see it by the way the husband treats the wife
and how the wife responds to the husband. It is a great mystery. A marriage is a
mystery; it is a mysterious thing. One moment it can be so filled with compassion a